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THE MEDICAL LIBRARY 
THE UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN. 


ALDRED SCOTT WARTHIN, Ph. D., D., 
Professor Pathology and Director the Pathological Laboratories 
the University Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


article upon the Medical Library the University Mich- 
igan written Dr. George Dock, 1905, prefaced with the 
following Medical Library the University 
Michigan fifty years old; contains more than 13,000 volumes, 
and is, therefore, ‘large’ medical library. These facts warrant, 
perhaps even demand, some account the condition and work the 

the eleven years since Dr. Dock’s article, thus prefaced, was 
written this library has been more than doubled content volumes, 
these now numbering about 30,000; and its importance reference 
medical library the first rank has, therefore, been correspondingly 
increased. Leaving out consideration the six great medical libra- 
ries the country,—the library the Surgeon-General’s Office 
(190,300), that the College Physicians and Surgeons (105,510), 
that the New York Academy Medicine (100,000), the Boston 
Medical Library (84,000), the library the Medical Society the 
County Kings (70,000), and the John Crerar library 
the Medical Library the College Medicine and Surgery the 
University Michigan probably second rank medical libraries 
belonging teaching institutions medicine, that the Lane 
Library Leland Stanford University holding the first place (39,500). 
The medical libraries Vale (30,000) and the University 
Pennsylvania (28,315) probably closely contest this position second 
rank; and not absolutely possible this time say with 
accuracy whether this honor belongs one these Michigan. 
any rate our medical library must counted one the three 
greatest medical-school libraries the country; and this position 
importance becomes especially significant when the following facts 
are 

First, its relative youth sixty-one years; secondly, its steady, 
albeit slow, growth part the teaching equipment the State 
University. Without any special endowment, without any gifts 
magnitude, this library has seen continued healthy growth propor- 
tionate the development the resources the State Michigan, 
and that the State University whole. Like the Medical 
College itself, occupies unique position monument State 


which education and the means education have always wisely 
been fostered. should outrank the medical libraries the 
great endowed and older Eastern Universities may perhaps partly 
explained the propinquity these schools five the great 
medical libraries mentioned above; but the medical schools not 
possessing the advantages such propinquity Michigan may well 
stand proudly the first rank possessing medical library that, 
not simply from the standpoint size, but from that value 
reference library, must considered one the most important 
collections medical books this country. 

primarily reference library, being made almost entirely 
sets journals and periodicals, and monographs having vital 
interest medical teachers and investigators. contains relatively 
but few the textbooks and medical writings having more less 
ephemeral value; and fewer volumes still the older medical literature. 
modern medicine from its beginnings the early part the nine- 
teenth century the present day represented almost completely 
this collection. The development modern cellular and chemical 
pathology, bacteriology, immunology, pathological physiology 
and experimental medicine practically complete the volumes 
comprising this library. is, therefore, made almost entirely 
journals and periodicals dating from after the first quarter the 
nineteenth century; and these have been chosen with care and 
discrimination their working value. The big and important 
journals showing the results and progress medical research were 
first chosen; money has not been unwisely spent, and space has not 
been unwisely given local state and medical society journals 
inferior value, medical periodicals more less commercialized 
character. have not had shelf room for these. The limited 
income, the early appropriations being very small indeed, was 
reality blessing; since, combined with the good sense those 
having its early development charge, this income has been 
wisely expended. From the very first the wise policy has prevailed 
making working library medical research; and all who have 
taken part its administration have continued this policy. Since 
only few things could obtained time, the best and most 
necessary things were the ones chosen. Naturally this development 
practical research collection has resulted somewhat one-sided 
library. Preeminently working library for the medical investigator, 
greatly lacking its collection medical classics, and works 
pertaining the older evolution medicine. not yet library 


for the cultivated scholar medicine; and its weakest point its 
lack cultural appeal. 

Reviewing very briefly the early history the library, and 
borrowing the chief facts from Dr. Dock’s article, find that the 
first recorded appropriation for medical books amounting the sum 
$66.00 was made 1854; but that already 1855 some the best 
European medical journals were being taken. 1860 twenty-four 
journals, most them the best English and foreign periodicals, 
were being received. But the growth for twenty years was very slow, 
being checked the Civil War, that 1871 the medical library 
contained only 1500 volumes; and the end thirty years, 1884, 
there were but 2626 volumes and 614 pamphlets. Until 1887 small 
and irregular appropriations had been made for medical books, but 
after that year the annual appropriation was never less than $1,000 
and has slowly increased until has reached the present sum $4,000 
with additional $500.00 from students’ annual library fees. 
more detailed statement the early development Dr. Dock’s article 
the Medical Library and Historical Journal for 1905 may consulted. 

From the very beginning the wise policy had obtained expend- 
ing the meager appropriations for the best and most useful periodicals, 
particularly those devoted research, rather than yielding the 
temptation purchase text-books. The foundations library 
the greatest service teachers and investigators were thus laid; 
and 1891 sixty-one medical periodicals were being taken; but the 
sets, with one exception, the Archiv Anatomie and Physiologie, were 
incomplete, beginning only with the year the annual subscription. 
serious attempt, for obvious money reasons, had been made 
complete the series. 

1892 Dr. Dock became chairman the library committee 
the medical faculty, and period more vigorous development began. 
The original policy building reference library consisting 
essentially the sets periodicals most useful the teacher and 
reseacher was more actively pursued. 1895, the most important 
periodicals that time taken, were completed from their beginnings, 
and the new ones subscribed for had many instances been purchased 
full sets back numbers. The acquisition important mono- 
graphs, hospital reports and bulletins, transactions, Festschrifts, etc., 
was also pushed far the still somewhat limited funds would 
permit. the time writing Dr. Dock’s article (January 1905) 
the library had grown 13,455 bound volumes; and two hundred 
and twenty-six medical periodicals were being regularly received, 
eighty-nine these being complete from the beginning. 


1908 the writer followed Dr. Dock Chairman the Com- 
mittee the Medical Library, and during the last eight years there 
has taken place the most rapid development any period its 
history. The increase funds granted made possible extend 
subscriptions and complete practically all incomplete files. 
increasing cost binding has necessitated some discrimination 
the journals bound. About sixty proprietary and commercial 
journals previously received were rejected unworthy the cost 
binding and the shelf room. ‘Their places were filled the new and 
important journals special fields medicine that have come into 
existence during this time. 

Three hundred and seventy journals the best class were being 
regularly received until the interruptions resulting from the war. 
these periodicals and continuations there are one hundred and fifty- 
nine the German language (Germany, Austria, Switzerland, etc.), 
one hundred and thirty English (Great Britain and colonies, 
United States and colonies), fifty-nine French, ten Italian, while 
the remaining fourteen are distributed through Scandinavian, Dutch, 
Spanish, etc. 

All departments medicine, including the most highly specialized 
are represented the leading journals English, German, French 
and Italian. All the leading Archives, Beitrage, Centralblatter, 
Folia, Jahresberichte, Jahrbiicher, Journals, Revues and Zeitschriften 
are present complete series, are also the best the weekly 
and monthly journals. Likewise, the publications all important 
medical societies and associations these three languages are com- 
prised this collection. attempt has yet been made build 
sets the minor provincial journals, the transactions many 
societies secondary importance. collection still deficient 
Spanish and Spanish-American medical literature, also the 
medical literature the Netherlands. also lacks complete sets 
many the smaller and earlier American medical journals, particularly 
the Southern ones. The great majority its wants, however, are 
fortunately now such little value the medical investigator. 

must emphasized here that the full importance the 
Medical Library the University Michigan can realized only 
when considered its relation the University General Library 
352,718 volumes (1915) which forms integral part. From 
the medical collection proper are excluded many journals chemistry, 
physics, pharmacy, sanitary engineering, anthropology, botany, 
biology, psychology, psychiatry, dentistry, sociology, etc., that 
should included any medical library built complete unit 
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separated from such affiliations with other departmental libraries. 
The Chemical Library, the General Science Library, that the 
College Dentistry, the collection the Psychopathic Hospital, etc., 
well library several thousand volumes the School 
Homeopathy greatly increase, not double, the accessible library 
content medical material. Were these counted part the 
medical book material, they practically are, this library would 
stand the sixth rank American medical libraries. has always 
been the policy the library authorities discourage the purchase 
duplicates out any library appropriations, hence the distribution 
among these various departments the journals most suited their 
needs. This has been advantage building much larger 
general collection than would have resulted otherwise. these 
various departmental libraries, with one exception, are all the 
campus near the General Library and Medical College, the inconven- 
ience that might result from such distribution not felt. Duplicate 
sets journals can, however, purchased out departmental 
budgets (current expenses) when these are especially desired. This 
will become especially necessary the case the clinical departments 
the University Hospitals located some distance from the campus 
libraries. Duplicates many the best current periodicals 
English are already kept there. 

addition the periodicals and continuations the library has 
also very complete collection general works reference, encyclo- 
pedias, dictionaries, indices, bibliographies, reports and bulletins 
hospitals, reports and transactions societies, handbooks, systems, 
and other standard works reference. 
Arbeiten, Contributions, dissertations, monographs, etc., has also been 
greatly increased during the last eight years. 

Text-books are now being purchased from the fund 
able from the students’ fees, each medical student paying two-dollar 
library fee annually. seemed but fair use this fund purchas- 
ing new text-books they are published, giving the student the 
opportunity examine these before purchasing for himself use 
them desires. During the last three years the current text- 
books English have been purchased this fund, and the needs the 
medical undergraduates have been more satisfactorily met. This policy 
has also undoubtedly increased the student use the medical library. 

addition the general policy creating first reference 
library for the medical teacher and investigator, the writer has during 
the eight years his chairmanship the Medical Library Committee 
endeavored extend its field usefulness increasing its cultural 
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appeal the medical student. Its one-sided development 
reference library makes preeminently library for the medical 
researcher rather than library for the cultivated scholar medicine. 
has failed one just important function,—its lack cultural 
influence upon the students who make use it. This defect had 
been recognized Dr. Dock during his service the Medical 
Library Committee, and remedy laid the foundations 
good working collection medical history. the older medical 
literature and the ancient classics the library possessed but few ex- 
amples, most these having been acquired chance gift. There 
never had been any funds use for the building-up this side 
the library’s function; but with the small amount that could take 
for this purpose Dr. Dock gradually secured the best the medical 
histories, number biographies, and other general works this 
particular field. great importance was the securement, through 
his influence, gift one thousand dollars from the Hon. Peter 
White, then University Regent, used towards the development 
collection the older medical writers. Only one book, copy 
Harvey’s Motu Cordis,’’ 1628, had been ordered upon this 
fund, but not paid for, when Dr. Dock left the University. 

The use the Peter White fund has, therefore, been left the 
writer; and through two hundred and seventy-two volumes repre- 
senting medical landmarks all periods have been purchased, the 
form original editions, commentaries, monographs, etc., that 
from this material alone now possible conduct very satisfactory 
seminary course medical history. our curriculum does not 
include the teaching medical history the writer has carried this 
out the form elective Journal Club course the junior year 
part the staff work the department Pathology. ‘These 
students have had direct access the medical stacks; they have come 
into personal contact with the material, and some them this 
excursion into purely cultural fields has been inspiration, enriching 
their intellectual lives. 

Another valuable gift the same field recent one from Mr. 
Todd, Kalamazoo, including fine copies the earliest 
editions Hippocrates, Galen, and Avicenna and number works 
alchemy. This gift adds greatly the value the medical history 
section. Other additions have been made gifts, chiefly single 
volumes, and purchase, small sum being applied each year 
this department. The earlier gifts this field are mentioned Dr. 
Dock his article. The development collection tuberculosis 
has also been feature the last eight years. 


. 
| 


The Medical Library now occupies the entire fourth floor the 
north stack and part the same floor the south stack the 
General Library building. Homeopathic Library the floor 
above it; the majority the books Hygiene, Bacteriology, etc., 
are the Hygienic Library the Medical Building, and each sub- 
department the Medical School has small working library con- 
nected with its laboratory. Sets journals are included some 
these departmental libraries; but for many reasons,—difficulty 
administration, increased wear and tear, excessive loss, inconvenience 
others, danger fire, etc.,—these small departmental libraries 
have come somewhat problem, and should restricted 
duplicates. Bound sets periodicals interest number 
workers should not kept them. 

the main library the medical books are fire-proof stacks, 
well-lighted and well-ventilated, with plenty working room the 
stacks themselves. ‘There asmall reading-room for medical students 
only; this the current periodicals are kept. the larger Upper 
Reading Room there separate medical card catalogue and such 
general works reference the Index Medicus, Surgeon-General’s 
Catalogue, etc. All this now temporary and will changed 
within the year. the new University Library, the construction 
which now progressing, the Medical Library will have greatly 
increased facilities; larger reading room, seminary and exhibition 
room, and faculty working room bays along the stacks. 

There medical librarian and medically-trained attendants. 
This present our greatest weakness, and undoubtedly has hindered 
greatly the utilization the medical students the valuable re- 
sources offered the book collection. This defect will also 
remedied when the library its new quarters. the meantime 
there has been noticeable increase the number students making 
use the medical books. Books can drawn out over night and 
Sundays. Works especially recommended referred teachers 
are gathered together the distributing desk made immediately 
accessible the student other ways. and library research 
work some departments new teaching development also 
stimulates the students increased use and appreciation the 
library. 

The Medical Library part the State system education 
endeavors also practical use the practitioners the State. 
Books can drawn out for limited time any citizen the State, 
the cost transportation borne the reader. also 
possible for non-resident physicians obtain references and abstracts 
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the payment nominal sum covering the actual time employed 
making these. The Medical Library can for the practitioners 
Michigan what the Surgeon-General’s Library can for investi- 
gators throughout the country. Should the practitioner come the 
library his own abstracting given full privileges the 
library the presentation his card. every possible way 
wish make the medical library practical value the physicians 
the State. 

The Medical Library the University Michigan occupies, 
therefore, unique position among the medical libraries the country. 
Located small city one the central States, without endow- 
ment and without great gifts, with but moderate annual budget, 
developing essential and logical part the school system the 
State, has grown into one the most important medical reference 
libraries the country, response the ideals medical teaching 
and research held the men responsible for its development. 
this influence there can added that broader cultural stimulus 
the minds the medical students who take advantage its 
resources will become truly great medical library. 


THE UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN’S NEW 
LIBRARY BUILDING. 


WILLIAM WARNER BISHOP, Librarian. 


The last legislature appropriated $350,000 for new library 
building for the University. After much deliberation with the special 
building committee consisting the late Dean Guthe, Professors 
Demmon, Wenley, and the librarian the University, the architect, 
Mr. Albert Kahn, Detroit, has drawn plans which were approved 
the Regents December Ist, 1915. 

The conditioning elements these plans are the present fire- 
proof book stack and the diagonal walk. would cost the 
neighborhood $100,000 reproduce the present book stack, which 
being fire-proof, ought form part the newstructure. The north- 


east corner the building, should not, was decided, approach the 


diagonal walk nearer than twenty feet. The present structure (aside 
from the stack) thoroughly inflammable and hence unsafe for 
library purposes. is, therefore, torn down and the new 
library built across the front and the sides the stack its place. 
Light courts will left either side the stack. new stack, 
erected right angles the old, will connected ‘‘curtains’’ 
with the front portion the building. 


The general purpose the architect and the committee has been 
provide much working space the appropriations would allow 
for study and for the library staff, looking toward future needs and 
greatly enlarged student body. absolutely necessary consider- 
ing the rate which the university has been growing. 
book shelving can provided units the Library grows from 
decade decade. The new stacks built now will house the 
accessions the next ten twelve years. The working space should 
prove ample for student body ten twelve thousand with the 
enlarged Faculty these numbers imply. Moreover, the building 
planned capable expansion the east, west and south. The 
new book stacks will strongly built that they may raised 
more than double their present height, thus forming 
the lines proposed the late Bernard Green who built the 
Library Congress. Within the quadrangle formed the structure 
outlined the plans should able house well over million 
and quarter volumes this ingenious device high stack. 
Mechanical book carriers and elevators will bring books thus stored 
the delivery desk the reading rooms very short time, not 
over six minutes for the most remote book. Moreover, placing 
the carriers the central point the crossing the old and new 
stacks the line movement books the delivery desk becomes the 
median line the old book stack, and floor necessary 
walk more than seventy-five feet place book the carrier. 

The basement will high and well lighted. Indeed the 
provision for light throughout the building most generous. The 
bindery and printing plant will located the northeast corner with 
double their present floor space. The Municipal Reference Bureau 
conducted Professor Reeves will placed next the new book 
stack, and dark stack for newspapers will placed beneath the 
light court. Space for machinery and for storage, and quarters for 
the staff are likewise provided the basement, the latter with 
outside entrance the west side. Books will received and un- 
packed the east side the basement. 

The first floor shows novel feature university library build- 
ings,—a large ‘‘study room’’ directly off the main entrance. This 
for students doing reading’’ freshman and sophomore 
courses History, Rhetoric, English, etc., and for others who desire 
merely study between classes using their own books, without 
drawing the Library’s resources. ‘This arrangement should greatly 
relieve the pressure the main reading room and the delivery desk, 
and should aid diminishing the noise occasioned persons coming 
and going the end each hour. 
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the first floor also are the working quarters for the library 
staff. These are one large room along the east front the building 
connected with the receiving room and bindery below and the public 
catalogs above service stairways and freight elevator. The card 
bibliography room placed the east light court, occupying but 
one story, and lighted sky-light, thus giving direct overhead 
light all the card cases. Four million cards can stored this room 
such manner that they can easily consulted. will 
kept the printed catalog cards the Library Congress, the John 
Crerar Library, the Royal Libraries Berlin and The Hague, the 
Library Harvard University, forming great repertory 
bibliographical information the highest practical use both the 
library staff and the Faculties. 

The dominant feature the second floor the great Reading 
Room across the entire front the building. This room, 170 feet 
feet, and about feet high, has the great advantage north light 
from fifteen large windows. will quiet, the second 
floor, and will provide seats for over 350 readers. The book carrier 
will bring books the attendant’s desk, which will connected 
with the stack pneumatic tubes and telephones. The Delivery 
Desk directly opposite the entrance the stacks, near the books, 
near the stairs, next the card catalogs, and outside the Reading 
Room, but not far from it. The advantages having the delivery 
desk and the card catalogs outside the Reading Room are obvious. 
The offices the Librarian and his Secretary, and the Reference 
Librarian and his Assistant are immediately adjacent the Reading 
Room. The Periodical Reading Room lies south the Reading 
Room the west side the building, and the Medical Reading 
Room and conference rooms the east side. will seen that 
the catalog cases get direct outside light. The provision for readers 
the main Reading Room, Periodical Room, Medical Reading Room, 
and the Study Room below should prove ample for long time 
come. 

The third and fourth floors are given over largely graduate 
research and departure from the old type seminar 
room containing few hundred books favor fairly large reading 
rooms for seminar students and small conference rooms for the actual 
meeting the seminars marks the plans for these floors. four 


‘reading rooms (or study rooms) will house about ten thousand books 


each (in cases) and will also give ample space for graduate students 
work without interruption. This practically the departmental 


library under the library roof with the advantages convenience both 
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students and the administration. Special rooms for members 
the Faculty engaged research are provided these floors, 
which there will access the passenger elevator. 

Research also furthered the stalls (carrells the architect’s 
word) the book stacks, each furnishing quiet nook which one 
can work without interruption the immediate vicinity the books 
needs. will assigned individuals for fixed periods, and 
should great advantage students pursuing advanced research. 

The building plans differ from those most other university 
libraries recent date the provision study room for required 
work, making the quarters for the staff one large, well-lighted, and 
cheery work room, grouping the seminar rooms into reading rooms 
with conference rooms adjoining, and the plan tower stacks. 
Each these innovations has been suggested elsewhere and tried out 
part. Each these also makes for quiet, for convenience both 
students and librarians, for compactness and short lines, and thus for 
efficiency administration. 

Many other desirable features have necessarily been omitted 
because the comparatively small appropriation for the new building. 
compared with the cost (nearly three millions) the new Widener 
Library Harvard University, for example, the $350,000 used 
here actually small sum. has about the same number 
students Michigan; its library little more than four times 
large, and about eight times much money went into the new 
building,—a worthy memorial one her sons. The University 
Illinois preparing put million dollars into its new library 
building, and has just passed Michigan its number volumes. 
But for the money hand, Michigan will get library building 
adequate for more than ten years housing its book accessions, 
ample for student body half large again its present numbers, 
capable expansion definite units, and withal and 
sightly. The plans are veritable tribute the skill and ingenuity 
the architect. 

plans accompanying this description the library 
building appeared the Michigan Alumnus, January, 1916, and have 
been materially changed The portion marked 
stack’’ being erected and certain other changes have been made 
which not show the plans used this issue. 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


The next annual meeting will held New York City 
Monday, June 4th just before the meeting the American Medical 
Association. This time ought particularly favorable for having 
large number the medical members present and is, course, 
hoped that there will full attendance the librarians. 
meeting will held the building the New York Academy 
Medicine, 43rd St. near Fifth Ave. earnestly request all 
members that have any contributions make send their titles 
soon possible. 

interesting program has been arranged particular practical 
interest library workers, but there will room the program for 
number cummunications beside what has already been planned. 
the library committees those having charge sending librarians 
the meetings, would urge the early consideration sending 
their librarian this meeting represent their library. For the past 
few years these meetings have been increasing interest and very 
great practical value. This comes not only from the set program 
the meeting, but also from the broadening influence visiting other 
institutions and seeing how other people work, and particularly the 
informal discussion outside the meetings the various topics relating 
medical library work. also gives the members opportunity 
meet each other personally and this makes the work the Exchange 
very much more effective and very much more interesting, the 
various members know personally with whom they are dealing. 

The medical members will also find the meetings great 
interest because the physicians who are interested medical 


libraries, are sure, will pleased meet the librarians and hea 
their side the problem keeping the profession supplied with the 
latest and best literature. Their suggestions from 
standpoint are often great value those doing the administrative 
work. 

This year the meeting place will offer number points very 
unusual interest. begin, the library the New York Academy 
Medicine well wortha visit. King’s County library across 
the river Brooklyn, easy journey. large public library 
many ways model and will found unusual interest particularly 
those who have not had occasion visit before. This meeting 
will also give the librarians opportunity making the acquaintance 
the medical book dealers New York, particularly the agents for 
journals, and will also permit them see the old book shops which, 
while not the class those Boston, still will found interest. 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Denver Medical Library. The formal opening the new 
library building and assembly hall took place November 29th. 
The address honor was given Dr. Livingston Farrand, president 
the University Colorado. 


The Forsyth Dental Infirmary for Children, Boston. 
Trustees and Directors the Forsyth Dental Infirmary for Children 
hereby inform you that their last meeting (October, 1916) new 
department was inaugurated, known, asthe Library and Museum. 
institution composed many various departments one apt 
overlook the importance this branch dental progress. The 
Library and Museum should the safety vaults which preserve 
the results experiments and discoveries which are daily being made 
this institution. The permanency the building itself should 
symbolize the permanency our work, for build not for the 
present alone, but for future generations, and likewise look 
backward well forward and profit the work and discoveries 
those who have preceded our profession. Frederick Keyes, 
will librarian and curator the museum. 


Georgia Medical Society. Miss Marguerite Hoppe has been 
appointed assistant librarian the library the Georgia 
Society. Dr. Thomas Raines who has been acting assistant, 
has resigned and taking graduate work Boston, Mass. 
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